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being seen . this nailery being on 
the west side of the Mosque, and 
the Tutks always praying with their 
facet, toward the east. D'Argens 
abustd his security in such a manner, 
as to keep his conductor in a constant 
tremor. Al'ei diverting himself with 
his (Vi^h-, b..' pulled out oi his pocket 
a bottle of wine and a slice of ham, 
and told him, if he did not eat one, 
and drink the other, he would make 
such a noise as should discover them. 
Having thus the fear of death before 
his eyes, the poor fellow was induced 
to break the sacred injunctions of 
his religion, even in its temple, and 
during one of its- most solemn rites, 
by eating the unclean meat, and 
drinking the forbidden liquor. It 
is added, that, as he proceeded, the 
horror of the crime vanished : and 
after the temple was cleared, he de- 
voured the last tnor;-el of the ham, 
and emptied the bottle of the last 
drop. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

BEMARKS ON SYNODS. AND COUNTRY 
PSALM-SINGING. 

* I ''HE principal occasion of the 
■*- great distinction that was made 
between the Clergy and the Peo* 
pie, between the Bishops and Pres- 
byters and also among the Bishops 
themselves, was their assembling in 
Synods to deliberate about a flairs of 
common concern, a custom which 
began about the middle of the se- 
cond century, for it cannot be traced 
higher. By this means, the power 
of the clergy was considerably aug- 
mented, and the privileges of the 
people diminished, for though, at 
first, these bishops, or overseers, or 
presbyters, assembled in convoca- 
tion, acknowledged themselves to be 
no more than the deputies rf the peo- 
pie, they soon dropt that style, and 
made decrees by their own author- 



ity, and, at length, claimed a power 
of prescribing both in matters of 
faith and discipline. Synods, and 
particularly Presbyterian ones, have, 
of late years, exerted little of this 
power, because their revenues were 
chiefly dependent upon the people. 
Whenever they get separate funds 
to manage and dispose of, then they 
become lordly, and self-impoitant ; 
then spring up ministerial parties, 
and parties in opposition; then the 
acknowledged agent of government 
takes his seat on the treasury bench, 
and draws from his pocket his list of 
determined voters; then a church 
government is put instead of a Pr«- 
bylerian parity ; a sordid classi- 
fication is introduced among pastors 
of equal authority, and the laity is 
mocked with a form of beiug mixed 
with the clergy in the judicatories 
of the church. Then a new al- 
liance of church and state is esta- 
ilished, anil the inalienable right 
of private judgment, and the in- 
flexible resistance to spiritual autho- 
rity, the great pillars of Protestant 
dissent, are shaken to their founda- 
tions.. The civil magistrate, by his 
influence over the persons, interferes 
with the true principles of religions 
liberty, and the kingdom of Christ 
is in strict alliance with the kingdom 
of this world. The Protestant Dis- 
senting ministry were, and ought to 
be stipendiaries only of the people. 
If their stipends became insufficient 
for their support, they ought to have 
collectively and individually made 
their first appeal to the people them- 
selves. Had this appeal been ineffi- 
cacious, they might have derived 
some excuse for applying elsewhere. 
But, in the first instance, the nego- 
ciation was entered into with go- 
vernment, and the treaty, in all its 
parts, digested and ratified without 
the participation of the people, and 
scarcely with any knowledge on 
their part of its nature, its progress, 



18 12. J Biographical Sketch of Robert Robinson. 



23 



or its event. The people were put 
aside, while the crown and the cler- 
gy settled the matter between them. 

COUNTRY PSALM-SINGING. 

This rustic sort of melody is of- 
ten, sorely ridiculed by scientific 
ears; yet rude as it is, has always 
an impressive effect upon my heart. 
I do not consider it, nor in justice 
ought it to be considered, as muvic. 
It is merely a chant, or cant, as the 
satirist would say, a kind of reci- 
tative, whose chief recommenda- 
tion, and no small one it is, that the 
whole congregation, old and young, 
male and female, with musical voice 
or without- it, all that have heart 
and affections, may thus be ex- 
cited, and thus bear an active part 
in the public worship. It is, on this 
account, a melody of the most simple 
and artless kind, a speaking music, 
scarcely amounting to singing, but 
yet different from speech. We are 
too passive in public worship. It is 
necessary to keep attention alive by 
variety of posture, or by making 
the congregation join in part of the 
service. We listen too much, and 
sleep often surprizes us thus listen- 
ing'. Hence the use of this universal 
recitation, or psalmody, in a form 
of worship which discountenances 
ceremonial changes of posture and 
address to the senses. Our Pres- 
byterian worship is too naked and 
inanimate. There is one extreme, 
which by a superfluity of ceremo- 
nies, quenches devotion, and occu- 
pies the mind too much with exter- 



nal signs of religion, but there is 
another extreme, which abstracts 
too much from sense, and vainly 
attempts to be purely intellectual, 
the one extreme verging to idolatry, 
the other to mysticism, and both to 
be avoided by those who possess a 
comprehensive knowledge of human 
nature. I will allow, that the first 
extreme is the most dangerous, the 
mere worship of the senses being 
apt to pre occupy and impose upon 
the heart, as the only necessary re- 
ligion. Yet still public worship 
necessarily supposes a form and 
order and uniformity in worship. 
Hence the utility of our rude and 
rustic psalm-singing in our bare 
ceremonial. The mode of giving 
out the lines to be sung, or rather 
said, from the clerk to the congre- 
gation, in some few instances may 
draw down the ridicule of ama- 
teurs in poetry, as well as in music. 
But it is -not said to be good poetry, 
nor sung as good music. It is the 
simple psalmody of a simple peo- 
ple. It is sweetly associated with 
religion, from the f'e«lings of ear- 
liest infancy. When tne soldier re- 
turns Irom the campaign, he stops 
upon the hill that surmounts his na- 
tive village, arrested with the sab- 
bath conclatnation. " Ah !" says 
he, resting on his firelock, " how 
different this from the shouts I lately 
heard of men in the rush of bat- 
tle ! Ah ! my father, my mother, 
my wife, and my children !" 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ROBERT 
ROBINSON. 

" Unskilful he to fawn, or seek for power, 
By doctrines fashioned to the varying hour ; 



Far other aims his heart had fearnM to prize, 
More bent to raise the wretched, than to 
rise." Goldsmith. 

ROBERT ROBINSOa wus born 
xv on the 8th of October, 1735, at 



